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You know that, as an American, wherever in the world you go, Uncle Sam requires you 

to report on your worldwide income and assets. But there are two investments that the 

government doesn't require you to report. No questions asked. They're simply not 

interested. What are they? 

The First Is Foreign Real Estate 

Yes, you can own a second home (whether for investment or personal use) in a 

foreign country and you are not obliged to inform the U.S. tax authorities. 

While new laws may make it easier for the government to get at your bank account 

overseas, it's a heck of a lot harder for someone (assuming they can track it down in 

the first place) to physically remove your foreign property. How is a U.S. plaintiff or 

creditor going to seize your condo in Panama City or your beachfront lot in Belize? 

Not Just For The 1% 

The beauty of this is that you don't have to be super-rich to take up the idea of buying 

real estate overseas to protect your wealth. Opportunities to buy land, houses, and 

apartments, for both investment and personal use, exist at all price levels. 

An investment in a piece of property in a foreign country is the smartest thing you 

could do with your money right now. Like real estate anywhere, foreign property is a 

hard asset that, unlike stocks (and barring some act of God), can't disappear altogether. 

Buy right and your real estate investment overseas, like a real estate investment 

anywhere, can benefit from capital appreciation over time and throw off an annual yield 

between now and then. 

In addition, though, property overseas brings particular advantages that, in the current 

global financial climate, have become critically important. 

Getting Out Of Dodge 

A piece of property in a foreign country translates to diversification beyond U.S. markets 

and outside the U.S. dollar at a time when U.S. investors need this kind of 

diversification— of market, of currency, and of asset type—more than ever before in our 

history. No matter how many kinds of investments you hold, if they're all U.S.-based or 

all U.S. dollar- denominated, you are not diversified. You are at the mercy of U.S. 

markets and events, and that's a dangerous place to be right now. 

http://www.liveandinvestoverseas.com/
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Not all world markets are struggling or in recession. Certain places today present great 

opportunity, especially for the investor in search of a yield, thanks to expanding end-user 

markets—expanding middle classes, for example, or growing numbers of foreign retirees, 

international executives, foreign investors, or global entrepreneurs taking up residence. 

Meantime, other countries are in all-out. Both scenarios present opportunity for the investor 

paying attention and ready to act.

 An Apartment In Paris Or A Beach House In The Caribbean… 

An overseas real estate investment made today for diversification, safety, and an annual 

rental yield can evolve into your retirement residence when you're eventually ready for that 

phase of life. Meantime, it can bring immediate personal enjoyment for you and your 

family. Your diversification and profit plan could take the form of an apartment in Paris, 

say, or a beach house in the Caribbean, meaning your offshore investment asset could 

double as your vacation getaway. 

The thing to understand right now is that overseas real estate is the smartest, sexiest way to 

invest your money and makes more sense in the current global climate than perhaps at any 

time in our lifetimes. It's a key strategy for diversification at a time when diversification is 

not a sound investment approach but critical to survival. 

The very good news is that you can get started investing in real estate overseas with even a 

very modest capital budget. Lief Simon, Live and Invest Overseas’ global real estate 
investor and consultant, editor of Simon Letter and the founder of Global Property Advisor, 
began his career with US$5,000. 

A Much Bigger Objective Than Making Money… 

Yes, you can make money this way, over time perhaps a great deal of money. But you'll be 

accomplishing far more than racking up profits. At a time when it can seem like the world 

is spinning out of control, you'll be putting yourself firmly in the driver's seat of your and 

your family's financial future. You'll be positioned for profits in the immediate term (in the 

form of rental yields), in the mid-term (in the form of capital appreciation), and over the 

very long haul, building a legacy of wealth that can be enjoyed not only by you but also by 

your heirs. 

And, again, foreign property holdings are one of the few remaining asset classes that can be 

kept private. An American is not required to report foreign property holdings to the IRS (as 

long as the property is held in your own name), not even on IRS Form 8938. 

http://www.liveandinvestoverseas.com/
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What Does The IRS Need To Know? 

With IRS Form 8938, you're meant to report foreign financial assets that aren't reported  

elsewhere. Complete Form 5741 for your offshore corporation, and you don't have to report it 

on Form 8938. However, if you hold the share certificates of, say, a Canadian mining  

company outside your brokerage account, then you have to report that on Form 8938 if you 

meet the threshold. 

This relatively new form is a catchall intended to capture information about offshore 

financial assets that aren't required to be reported on any other IRS form. If you own 

some offshore entity that requires you to complete a related form (5471 for an offshore 

corporation or 3520 or 3520-A for an offshore trust, for example), you're already 

reporting the existence of the asset and don't have to file a Form 8938 for it...if that's 

the only offshore asset you hold. If you meet the requirements for the form and have 

additional assets that aren't already being reported elsewhere...then, yes, you need the 

8938. 

Start by determining whether you meet the requirements for Form 8938 overall. This 

means understanding the rules and making some calculations. 

Does It Apply To You? 

First is the fixed number threshold. For those residing in the United States, that number 

is US$50,000 of Foreign Financial Assets (FFA) on the last day of the tax year or 

US$75,000 of Foreign Financial Assets at any point during the tax year. Those figures 

are for people filing single, including married people filing separately. The figures 

double for people filing jointly. 

If you don't reside in the United States, then the numbers jump to US$200,000 of FFA 

on the last day of the tax year or US$300,000 at any point during the year. Again, the 

figures double for people filing jointly. 

While the minimum threshold for filing is higher than that for the FBAR form for 

reporting foreign bank accounts, foreign bank accounts are included in the definition of 

an FFA. Therefore, even if you don't qualify for the FBAR because you have, say, one 

bank account overseas with only US$8,000 in it (the threshold for reporting,  

remember, is an account with US$10,000 or more), you would be required to report 

that bank account on Form 8938 if you meet the requirements for the new form overall. 

http://www.liveandinvestoverseas.com/
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The Government’s Definition Is Key 

Foreign financial assets also include stock certificates that you hold directly for foreign 

corporations even if the corporation doesn't qualify as a U.S.-controlled foreign 

corporation (USCFC). This could be stocks of a Canadian junior mining stock you 

purchased directly from the company that now sit in a drawer in your home office. 

The catchall part of Form 8938 lies in the definition of foreign financial assets in the 

instructions for the form as "any financial account maintained by a foreign financial 

institution" and "to the extent held for investment and not held in a financial account, 

any stock or securities issued by someone that is not a U.S. person, any interest in a 

foreign entity, and any financial instrument or contract with an issuer or counterparty 

that is not a U.S. person." 

This definition would include, for example, an offshore life insurance policy that has a 

cash value. It would not include physical assets held in your own name…such as real 

estate... 

…And The Second "Under-The-Radar" Offshore Asset Class: Precious Metals… 

This one may surprise you, but, the truth is, the U.S. government doesn't consider 

precious metals and money equal. 

That is, you can buy gold, silver, platinum...or any other precious metal 

overseas...and, again, not have to report it to the IRS. 

In addition to the more traditional investments real estate and precious metals, foreign 

art acquired and held abroad and precious gemstones are not reportable to the U.S. IRS, as 

a foreign trust, IBC, bank, or brokerage account would be. It is therefore possible to 

maintain a low profile with these items no matter how the ownership is structured, despite 

the reporting requirements of Form 8938. 

Gold has one big advantage over paper money: It isn't paper. Paper money comes, 

paper money goes, and, as Voltaire put it, "Paper money eventually returns to its 

intrinsic value—zero. 

With devaluing currencies the world over, gold (along with real estate, particularly 

productive land plays and positive cash flow rentals) is one of the smartest 

investments you can make right now and one of the safest assets you can hold long-

term. Gold has represented real value for thousands of years. 

http://www.liveandinvestoverseas.com/
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Debate continues about whether physical metal held by a third party qualifies as an 

FFA. If you have a contract with a third party to store the metal, it could be considered 

to fall under the catchall definition. However, physical gold is clearly not a financial 

instrument, so most experts agree that physical metals need not be reported on Form 

8938. 

The IRS’s definition of foreign financial assets stretches to include every and any 

asset that isn't real estate or precious metals held in your own name, making two of  

the soundest asset classes throughout history a private, tax-free investment free from 

the ever-tightening grip of an ever-more belligerent Uncle Sam. If they aren’t already, 

precious metals and foreign real estate should be part of your portfolio. 

However, you do need a strategy for where to buy, when to exit, and how to take your 

profits. 

Lief Simon Has Been Making Money Buying And Selling Real Estate All 

Around The World For More Than 20 years 

Lief follows a time-tested, four-strategy process to earn steady and reliable profits 

over the long haul...to build real wealth over time. 

It's an approach that generates a solid income, while steadily growing your portfolio. It uses 

a conservative, asset-building plan that doesn't collapse when economies falter. 

It has allowed both Lief and his clients to keep moving steadily forward during recent and 

ongoing troubled times... without having to risk their wealth in speculative markets. 

Despite being relatively conservative, Lief's slow and steady investment program has 

allowed him to double his money every three to five years. 

Now you have the opportunity to profit alongside a proven global investor, while, 

critically, diversifying and safeguarding your assets offshore. 

What separates Lief's Global Property Advisor from other international property investment 

services? Many things, including his long experience and strong track record, of course. 

But perhaps most important is that Lief doesn't accept commissions related to any of the 

opportunities he presents to his members. In any case when a commission is offered, that 

fee is passed along as a discount to Global Property Advisor members who decide to 

invest. 

http://www.liveandinvestoverseas.com/
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Lief takes a zero-tolerance position on the conflict of interest a hidden commission agenda 

would create. He's a plain-talking, straight-shooting guy interested only in building wealth, 

for himself and, now, for his Global Property Advisor members. If you’d like to learn 

more, click here. 

http://www.liveandinvestoverseas.com/
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Further Live and Invest Overseas Resources 

“Diversify or Die Broke” is the philosophy of Lief Simon, Live and Invest Overseas’ resident Offshore 

Investment Guru. Lief Simon has been living and doing business around the world for the last 20 years. He 

shares his insights with subscribers to his Simon Letter, as well as with members of his VIP subscription service 

Global Property Advisor. The Wealth Building and Diversification Kit includes invaluable advice on banking, tax, 

residency, citizenship, asset-protection, international business, and offshore investing. More details below… 

Simon Letter 

Simon Letter shares the secrets of offshore investment guru, editor Lief 
Simon, showing you how to bulletproof your financial future. Simon 
Letter is an email newsletter covering the latest in offshore topics to help 
you internationalize your life. It is sent out once per month, directly to 
your email inbox. Simon Letter keeps you up-to-date and informed on all 
of your various opportunities out there—and there are many—
presenting you with a buffet of options. An upgraded, more in-depth 
version of the free Offshore Living Letter, Simon Letter is your key to 
protecting the future of you, your family, and your assets through 
internationalization and offshore diversification.  Learn more here. 

Lief Simon’s Global Asset Protection And Wealth Summit 

This ultimate offshore event is the best way for you to learn how to take 
control of your financial future. Over three information-packed days, 
you'll connect with the experts who represent the gold standard in 
today's offshore world. Lief Simon’s personal contacts will give you 
personalized advice to position yourself for a world of new opportunities, 
while preserving everything you've earned so far. Our team of 
international experts will show you exactly how you can maximize your 
tax savings, protect your assets, acquire a second residency or a second 
passport, open bank accounts overseas... and much, much more. We'll 
even coach you through your own personal strategy if you'd like a one-
on-one consultation with any of our hand-chosen experts. Learn more 
here . 

http://www.liveandinvestoverseas.com/
http://www.liveandinvestoverseas.com/cmd.php?ad=769156
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Lief Simon’s Wealth And Diversification Kit 

This kit is the next best thing to our live event, Lief Simon's Global Asset 
Protection and Wealth Summit. With the Wealth Building and 
Diversification Kit, you'll not only be handed a comprehensive roadmap 
to the offshore world... you’ll also get the help you need to build your 
own personal plan, tailored to your specific needs and lifestyle desires. 
This is the best resource you're going to find available anywhere to help 
you design and follow through on the offshore plan and strategy that 
suits you best. Learn more here. 

Passport To Freedom: The World's Top Havens For Residency, 

Citizenship, And A Second Passport 

This series of reports and audio recordings is your roadmap to creating 
your new life in Paradise. Our Passport to Freedom contains five 
invaluable reports and five instructive audio recordings that will help you 
on your way to realize your dream life overseas, detailing everything you 
need to know about establishing residency overseas. Searching for a 
place to enjoy your retirement years, to stretch your nest egg, and maybe 
even to reinvent yourself and have a grand adventure at this stage of 
your life? You'll be happy to know that there are 9 countries in the world 
that are competing for you...places where you could enjoy a far richer 
lifestyle...for a fraction of your cost of living back home...and never again 
have to worry about a dwindling nest egg. Learn more here. 

Global Property Advisor

And perhaps most important, international real estate can become the most lucrative and stable investment of 
your portfolio holdings. Lief Simon’s Global Property Advisor service informs you where and how to buy, when to 
exit, and how to take your profits, following a proven strategy for building real wealth that lasts. Lief has led his 
readers to a number of remarkably profitable investments in markets from Croatia to Mexico... from Argentina to 
the coast of Spain... from Romania to Honduras... Now he shares his most promising finds and his unique and 
extensive experience with members of his Global Property Advisor. Find more here. 

A portfolio of international real estate holdings should be an important 
part of your diversification strategy. First, if you’re an American, it is 
one of two assets you can hold offshore without triggering a reporting 
requirement. Secondly, depending on where you invest, you’re 
diversifying your assets into other currencies… protecting yourself 
from any potential dollar crisis in the United States.  

http://www.liveandinvestoverseas.com/
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For a complete list of publications and services, visit our Live and Invest Overseas Online Store. 

The above reports are in Portable Document Format (.pdf). These reports can be viewed using Adobe 

Reader which you can download for free from Adobe website. Learn more about PDF documents here. 

If you are unable to view and/or download the reports, please contact us at: 

CustomerService@liveandinvestoverseas.com  

These reports are a FREE gift for subscribing to the Offshore Living Letter. They are not to be 

distributed, sold, or shared without the expressed consent of Live and Invest Overseas. 

FREE Live And Invest Overseas Resources 

Free Daily Overseas Opportunity Letter 

Live Like Royalty On Less Than US$1,300 A Month

No matter what their age, retirement is on a lot of people’s minds... There’s good reason for it. A lot is going on in 
the economic and political landscape. That’s why you should hear about Kathleen Peddicord and the work she’s 
doing. Most folks don’t even consider the possibility of retiring overseas. But as you’ll soon find out, it’s more than 
possible. In fact, you can live a pretty luxurious life for as little as US$300 a week. That includes a maid, dinners 
out, and good health insurance and medical care. The trick is knowing where to look. Kathleen’s prepared a helpful 
report that explains how it’s possible to retire overseas, along with the 8 best retirement destinations this year.  

To grab your FREE copy, go here now. 

Free Weekly Overseas Property Alert 

Our team of global property pros, with, among them, decades of experience and extensive track records of 
success, are right now on the ground, around the world, scouting opportunity—in crisis markets, in recovering 
markets, in boom markets, even in markets previously off-limits to foreign investors. Their latest report details the 
8 best places to make money while reinventing your life and saving for your retirement. Simply sign up for our 
brand-new, once-a-week newsletter, Overseas Property Alert, and you'll receive our latest two research reports, 
The Top 8 Property Investments For 2016 and 10 Things You Must Know Before Buying Property Overseas. Both 
the newsletter and the reports are completely free. 

Go here now to claim your free reports. 

http://www.liveandinvestoverseas.com/
http://get.adobe.com/reader/
http://get.adobe.com/reader/
http://get.adobe.com/reader/
http://www.liveandinvestoverseas.com/pdf.html
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http://www.liveandinvestoverseas.com/ppc/ool-lp-optin/?sc=OffLL-Upsell-Index-2016
http://www.overseaspropertyalert.com/lp/ppc/propertyinvestment.php?s=OffLL-Upsell-Index-2016
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